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power of the North. But there is a way of redress, 
even in the resort to secession, without resorting to 
war. Let all the Southern States, for instance, meet 
together in convention and adopt such amendments to 
the federal constitution as they may think indispensa-
ble to their future security and welfare, and upon this 
basis let them for a new Union. Let it at first be lim-
ited to the Southern States, but open to all the other 
States on the condition of the adoption by each of this 
new constitution, and we will answer for the best re-
sults. We believe that a Southern movement of this 
comprehensive character would soon bring the Central 
States and the Western States into a happy accord with 
the Southern States. The New England States might 
hold out, and the best thing that could be done with 
them would probably be to assist them in the experi-
ment of a little Puritanical confederacy all to them-
selves. Despairing of any relief for the Union from this 
factious and incompetent Congress, and of any sea-
sonable propositions in behalf of peace and harmony 
from the President elect—who seems to understand 
neither his position nor the condition of our public 
affairs—we present to the Southern States our propo-
sition for a Southern National Convention, a new con-
stitution, and a reconstruction of the Union upon a 
new Southern basis.  

To this end we appeal to the local authorities 
and to the people of South Carolina to delay yet a little 
longer the ruinous alternative of the sword. There is a 
limit beyond which the President cannot forbear; he 
has indicated it. Let not that limit be hastily passed by 
those to whom it is addressed, if they would escape 
the sweeping disasters of civil war. 

Diary of a Yankee in the 
Patent Office 

by Horatio Nelson Taft 

THURSDAY 3 —The affairs of the Country 
appear so desperate that the subject engrosses the at-
tention of all men in all places. Public questions are 
discussed in my room at the patent office full as much 
as applications for Patents. It is frequently asked what 
patents will be worth if the Union is dissolved. But 
applications continue to be made from both north and 
south, altho there is something of a falling off. Tomor-
row is the Fast day recommended by the Prest of the 
U.S. Offices closed.  

January 4, 1861 
Richmond Enquirer 

Excitement 

This city was never before within our recollec-
tion, in such a state of excitement. The all-absorbing 
topic of conversation is the action of South Carolina, 
and on every man’s lips there is an eager cry of ‘What’s 
the news?’ —and bulletin boards are watched for each 
new message, with intense eagerness. Let all our read-
ers North understand this plainly, that the excitement 
here is not that of fear or submission. On the contrary, 
there is the utmost determination on all hands that this 
State shall never be pressed by the foot of an invader 
without resistance being offered to the very death. —
Let it be understood, too, that South Carolina has the 
sympathy of the immense bulk of our citizens, and 
that she will be assisted and fought for to the bitter 
end. Some time ago there was an idea abroad, that 
there was a large body of submissionists among us, but 
that idea is now, indeed, a fallacy. ‘Fight’ is in every 
man’s mouth, and whoever assaults this old State will 
be encountered by such an uprising of our people, as 
will prove her to be a faithful and most loyal devotee 
of the motto on her banner— ‘Sic Semper Tyrannis’ 
— fighting for our homes and firesides, for State 
Rights and the rights of the South. We have a just 
cause, and for that cause we will do battle, every man 
of us, with all the power and strength in us. 

New York Herald 

The News. 

The reports from the South are again of a 
startling character. It is announced from Georgia that 
the Governor of that State has seized and garrisoned 
with militia the forts in the harbor of Savannah, and 
there is reason to believe that a plan has been matured 
by the secessionists for taking possession of all the 
fortifications on the Southern coast. The intelligence 
from Charleston is to the effect that Fort Sumter is 
besieged, that Major Anderson’s communications have 
been cut off, that Fort Moultrie has been repaired, that 
new batteries have been erected, and that everything is 
in readiness to open fire on the federal forces. The 
Florida Convention met yesterday. Without doubt this 
body will pass a secession ordinance as soon as the 
formalities can be gone through with. The federal 
Judge of Florida has resigned his commission.  

A large and brilliant audience assisted at M. 
Du Chailler’s lecture before the Geographical and Sta-
tistical Society, Clinton Hall, last evening. M. Du 
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Chailler gave an interesting account of his adventurers 
in Africa and of his encounters with the gorilla. From 
the formation of the brain and of the back bone, the 
organism of which was entirely different in the man 
and the ape, it was M. Du Chailler’s opinion that men 
never were and never could become apes, and vice 
versa. Of the slave trade he said the negroe of the inte-
rior thought that all white men were alike, and that 
they bought slaves to eat them. Masters there had per-
fect control over the lives of their slaves, but granted 
them every privilege. The negroes were sold for crime 
or for debt. The slaves brought to the coast said that 
there was a cloven footed tribe in the interior, but Du 
Chailler did not believe it. The thanks of the Society 
were voted the lecturer for his very interesting paper. 

Diary of a Yankee in the 
Patent Office 

by Horatio Nelson Taft 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 1861.—A Mild and 
pleasant day but I think people feel much like wearing 
sackcloth and observing the day as recommended. 
There has been services at most of the churches which 
were crowded. Myself and wife went to the Capitol to 
hear Doct Stockton the Chaplin at the “House.” The 
Hall of Congress was crowded to excess and the ser-
vices were very solemn. The “Rattle Snake” and the 
“pitiful Palmetto” even alluded to in connection with 
the “Eagle” and the glorious “Stars and Stripes.” 
Stores &c all closed. 

January 5, 1861 
The Charleston Mercury 

Military. 

A detachment of the Richardson Guard, 
Lieut. C.H. AXSON, were out on duty Sunday after-
noon. Another platoon passed the MERCURY office 
yesterday afternoon, under the command of Lieut. 
BOAG. 

The detachment of Citadel Cadets who have 
been on the seashore since the first of January, passed 
our office yesterday on their way to the Citadel, to 
resume their studies. By their skill and energy the first 
battery was erected for the defence of Charleston: by 
their admirable gunnery Federal insolence was 
checked, and the Star of the West, with her warlike 
crew, was sent back without having accomplished her 
stealthy mission. It is well that their duties on the field 
should now be changed to that of the Academy. They 
will be thus enabled to make preparation for the fu-
ture. The Executive knows full well, that at the tap of 

the drum lads in gray will answer to roll call and gladly 
receive the order, ‘Forward!’ particularly if a visit is to 
be paid to Capts. DOUBLEDAY or FOSTER, in Fort 
Sumter. The Cadets were escorted to the steamer, on 
their departure, by the Washington Light Infantry, 
who turned out in large numbers, as a compliment to 
their old friends. As soon as the steamer started, the 
Washington Light Infantry gave three cheers, which 
the Cadets returned with a tiger. They will be missed 
by the entire garrison, for their places cannot be well 
supplied. 

The Palmetto Riflemen, Capt. MELCHERS, 
in a gray fatigue suit, passed through Broad street on 
parade yesterday; the ranks were full, and we doubt 
not the Captain and his command are ready for any 
emergency that may arise. 

Washington Light Infantry. —Rev. A. 
TOOMER PORTER, Chaplain —in spite of the rain 
storm —paid his accustomed visit to the Washington 
Light Infantry’s quarters, on Sunday afternoon, where 
divine service was performed. Owing to the inclem-
ency of the weather, the Chaplain was persuaded to 
remain over night, and, we learn, was comfortably 
cared for until Monday morning. A strong attachment 
has grown up between this command and their chap-
lain. 

On Monday, Major CAPERS called for 
twenty volunteers from the Washington Light Infan-
try, to take the place, temporarily, of the Cadets, in 
one of the batteries, and upon requesting all so dis-
posed to step three paces to the front, the entire com-
pany moved forward. We learn that the Major at once 
proceeded to the battery with the men and com-
menced drilling them to the use of the heavy guns. 
The health of the troops on Morris Island is good, and 
the men manage to keep dry in spite of the drenching 
rains. 

The Georgetown Rifle Guard— Commendable 
Liberality. 

We learn that P.D.J. WESTON, Esq; has pre-
sented to the Georgetown Rifle Guard, Captain E.J. 
WHITE, one hundred and twenty of the fine English 
weapon known as the ‘Enfield Rifle’ with accoutre-
ments and ammunition ample for a long campaign, 
besides placing funds at the disposal of the company. 
The Georgetown Guard, composed of many of the 
first citizens of that place now numbers eighty four, 
rank and file. The members are making every exertion 
to place themselves upon a war footing, and they ex-
pect to be ordered by detachments to take charge of 
the fortifications now being erected at the entrance of 
the harbor by the planters under the superintendence 
of L.F. LEBLEUX and E.J. WHITE. 


